
Statement of Faith 

Rev. Kathleen Spurgeon Luke 

 

 

I believe that God is the source of all. God is beyond our understanding but not beyond our 

knowing. It is through God that everything we know came into being. God created the universe - 

the vast, physical expanse we occupy. God set in motion the physical laws governing that 

universe. God created and called it good. 

 

In due time, God created humans in the image of God. God has a special relationship with 

humans and continually seeks to be in loving relationship with us. Throughout history we have 

repeatedly both welcomed that relationship and turned our backs on it. We sin when we refuse to 

be in relationship with God. Biblical accounts abound of God continuing to reach out, to keep us 

in relationship. The story of Noah and the message of the prophets are among those. Finally God 

decided to do what we could not. 

 

God sent Jesus into our world, to become human and live among us. Jesus, the son of God, was 

(in a divine mystery we cannot understand) both fully divine, like God and fully human, like us. 

During his earthly life Jesus demonstrated what it means to be the image of God. He taught about 

God and what following God looks like. He demonstrated God's love through his actions. For 

this, he was condemned as a heretic and executed on the cross. God raised him from death, 

conquering death through death. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus we are promised 

forgiveness of sin and eternal life with God. 

 

Jesus promised his followers that he would send another to be with them. This is the Spirit. God 

is triune, known to us in three ways - father, son, spirit - creator, redeemer, sustainer. The church 

is the body of Christ, the expression of the Spirit. As we come together for worship we praise 

God, we hear the Word read and preached, we celebrate the sacraments - baptism reminding us 

that God claims us as beloved and communion reminding us what Jesus did for us. Out of our 

gratitude we give from the riches God has given us. We recognize those riches and use them to 

help others. We volunteer for church activities, visit the sick and seek to assist others. In 

caring for others we realize that we are called to serve beyond our doors. Mission happens when 

we step beyond the walls of the church into our community and our world, using all of the gifts 

God has given us. The church is not a building, in fact, the church is at its best when we have left 

the building. 


